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Kannada
script can
now be

stored on
computer

By OUR CORRESPONDENT

Bangalore, March 15: HP
announced a revolutionary
pen-based technology that
allows the Kannada script
to be recorded and stored
directly on the computer.

The technology could
potentially open up - the
power of computing fo vast
numbers of new users, all in
their own language and
without prior knowledge of
‘English or typing.

The gesture-based key-
board [GKB], developed by
researchers at HP Labs
India, also holds the poten-
ttal for Indian languages
derived from the Devana-
gari and Tamil:scripts to be

used in a.similar manner.:

That -could benefit Hote
than 1.5 billion non-Eng-

hish- ~ speaking - people,
including Indians,
Nepalese, Sri. Lankan,

Barigladeshi-anid other pho-
netic scriptusers.

Unlike. ; other- prevailing
Indic lariguage entry meth-
ods ‘which either use bilin-
gual keyboards or display
the Indic keyboard layout
on a monitor, the HP GKB
is a low-cost and rugged
solation that helps solve the
phonetic language entry
problem by allowing users
to input data thie way most
people learn to write
with a pen. This simple but
intuitive data entry method
could make it easier to
communicate for people
who may not understand
English'“ori:khow: How to
type:” Field tests conducted
by HP  FLabs .-  India
researchers - demonstrated
that most people found ‘it
easy to use.

“The gesture-based key-
board can help bridge’ the
digital divide by simplify-
ing the use of IT,” said Mr
Dick Lampman of HP
Labs.

The device is expected to
be manufactured and dis-
tributed by a third party,
based on  technology
licensed from HP.
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