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A design and learning tool called AIM (advanced interconnect modeling)
provides VLSI circuit and technology designers with the capability to
model, optimize, and scale total delay in the presence of interconnect.
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The following definitions explain terms as they are used in the context of the
accompanying article.

Cin (input capacitance). Cin is proportional to the product of gate oxide capaci-
tance per unit area, the gate length, and the gate width. The gate width is the total
width of all the transistors tied to the input. Cin is often represented by the gate
width in units of �m.

Circuit Domain. The circuit domain refers to the design realm of the circuit de-
signer. Specifically, certain quantities are under the control of the circuit designer
in the context of interconnect delay. These include the wire width, length, and
space, or the gate width.

HIVE. HIVE is an internal HP software package that creates closed functions of
wire capacitance components as a function of the relevant geometrical quantities.
HIVE starts with the wire geometries, performs 2D numerical field simulations and
arrives at closest-fit analytical functions.

Interconnect. Interconnect refers to the conducting wires on an integrated circuit
chip that connect the components to each other and carry electrical signals.

Technological Domain. The technological domain refers to the design realm of
the process technology designer. Certain quantities that affect gate delay in the
presence of interconnect are under control of the technology designer. These
quantities include wire thickness, interlayer spacing, transistor gate oxide 
thickness, and so on.
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