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Running at a data transfer rate of 510 kbytes/s, the HP C1533A tape
drive can record a full 4-Gbyte DDS-2 cartridge in just over two hours,
almost an hour less than typical DDS-2 drives. Its development required
improvements in tape material, length, and thickness, new read and write
heads, a new drum design, and new methods for linearity measurement
and adjustment.
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• 12.0 GBytes

• 500 kBytes/s
to 1.5 MBytes/s

• Audio DAT
• Media

Specifications
• Format
• Error

Correction

DDS Format

Enabling
Technologies

DDS
(1989)

DDS-DC
(1991)

DDS-2
(1993)

DDS-3
(1995)

DDS-4
(1997)

Uncompressed
Capacity

Uncompressed
Transfer Rate

• 90-m Tape
• DCLZ

Compression

• MP+ Media
• 120-m Tape
• Thinner

Tracks

• 4.0 GBytes

• 360 kBytes/s
to 750 kBytes/s

• MP ++ Media
• Increased bpi
• New Format
• PRML

Channel
(Partial
Response
Maximum
Likelihood)

• ME Media
• 180-m Tape
• Thinner

Tracks

• 24.0 GBytes

• 500 kBytes/s
to 3 MBytes/s

• 183 kBytes/s

• 2.0 GBytes• 1.3 GBytes

• 183 kBytes/s
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Length

Thickness

Width

Base Film

Coating
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13 �m

3.81 mm

PET

MP

90 m

9 �m

3.81 mm

PET or PEN

MP

120 m

6.5 �m

3.81 mm

PA

MP+

Back
Coating

DDS-1

DDS-1

DDS-2

3.0 �m

9.5

0.5

2.5 �m

6.0

0.5

2.0 �m

4.0

0.5

Base
Film
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† Sendust is an alloy of 85% Fe, 6% Al, and 9% Si. It was developed at the University of Sendai,
Japan.
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